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       28th April 2011
To,

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,

Respected Sir,
Subject: Memorandum of demand and notice for Nationwide Satyagrah
Since UPA Government came to power, you have, time and again, reassured of your commitment to removing “inequities” and “imbalances” faced by the Muslim community which has been deprived of an equal share of development benefits. The first substantial step taken by you in this direction was the appointment of Justice Sachar Committee. It reflected some seriousness in the avowed commitment specially after the committee established the plight of Muslims through data provided in its report about the social, economic and educational status of the Muslim community in the country. Thereafter Justice Ranganath Mishra Commision recommended grant of reservation to minorities and amendment to Art. 341to remove religious bias besides a host of developmental measures. But nothing substantive has come out so far in terms of action and the minorities and weaker sections are still looking towards you with hope and anxiety.
The suggested administrative measures to develop the capabilities of certain deprived sections of Muslim community cannot be held to be totally devoid of all merits. They are certainly beneficial if implemented sincerely and expeditiously. Nevertheless, such administrative measures are not the ‘end-all’ and ‘be-all’ of all positive action against systematic communal discrimination, disparities and persecution to which Muslim minority has been subjected over last sixty years. What we need is the state intervention to ensure that the Muslim minority who constitute about 15% population are provided equal opportunities to access the benefit and the fundamental rights given in the constitution. 
This need does not emanate from the demand to serve the interest of any particular community worthy of being discarded in the face of accusation of minority appeasement or vote bank politics. But it is essential for fostering national unity, for strengthening democracy and secularism. The very survival of our secular democracy depends upon just and equitable treatment to all citizens irrespective of race, religion or creed. If our country is under developed today it is largely because many of the communities, groups, minorities including Muslims have not been treated well. The communal virus has taken its toll. The safety of Muslims wakf properties and the income received out of that and its proper utilization has always been on the agenda of the Jamiat-Ulama-i-Hind and it has always stood for that cause. In this direction effective action must be taken. 
-2-
It is in this perspective that Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind has been continuously following up with UPA Chairperson and the Hon’ble Prime Minister to pay heed to our long standing demand for legislative measures to protect minorities against communal riots and pogrom and to provide them proportionately equal share in employment, education and governance through the mechanism of reservation permissible under the constitution. 
On the issue of communal riots false hope has been offered through the communal violence prevention, control and rehabilitation of victims’ bill, 2005 pending in the Parliament. The proposed bill has totally disregarded the basic demands namely; 

1. Accountability of administrative and security officials for incidence of communal riots and penal action against them for breach of duty and negligence.

2. Victims’ right of uniformly determined just compensation for failure of State in its duty to protect citizens.

The only penal provision under clause 17 that the bill makes against any public servant/competent Authority whose acts and omissions cause harm or injury to any persons or property or fails to prevent communal violence is subjected to previous sanction of the state government, which generally shields its errant officials. Besides near absence of the above two provisions the bill suffers from serious flaws noted and documented by national consultation of eminent jurists, legal luminaries and human rights activist and NGOs which renders it an exercise in futility. 

As regards providing proportionately equal share to Muslims in employment, education and governance, total absence of provision for reservation in the ATR to Justice Sachar Committee report clearly amounts to back tracking on the commitments made hither to by Congress Party, its President, UPA Chairperson and UPA Government. Similarly Justice Ranganath Mishra has submitted its report advocating secularization of Article 341 which has removed or lessened to a great extent the legal hurdles. It deserves debate post haste on the merits of its recommendations regarding sustainability of Muslims’ demand for reservation. Under this feeling Jamiat Ulama-i- Hind is forced to resume "Save the nation and community movement"(Satyagrah) on April 28, 2011 from Lucknow UP.
Therefore, instead of back tracking on the issue of reservation and bending under the pressure of communal forces UPA must exercise the required political will in the larger interest of the Nation. 

As you are fully aware Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind always projects and voices the concern and aspirations of Muslim masses mostly on the issues of national interest. It is not and never has been an elitist forum. We represent the pain and problem of the common people and as such would like to convey to the Hon’ble Chairperson of UPA and Prime Minister of India the great disappointment simmering at the grass root level due to failed promises as high lighted above.

Responding to the call of national duty Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind presents to you the memorandum of people’s long standing demands with appeal in earnest for time bound action. 

If we our demands are not considered we shall be constrained to spearhead this Satyagraha at national level by taking it to various cities of the country.  
Requesting an early reply, 
Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

                                                                                  Maulana Qari Mohammad Usman
President
Dr. Manmohan Singh

Hon’ble Prime Minister

Govt. of India

New Delhi
Enclosure:

Memorandum of Demands
Copy to:

Hon’ble UPA Chairperson 
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