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Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, pressing for its demands for reservation for Muslims and new law for prevention of communal riots and just and equitable compensation to the victims announced its decision to launch nationwide satyagrah, under the banner “Save the Country and Nation Movement”( Mulko Millat Bachao Tahreek) starting from Kolkata where its first batch of 313 volunteers shall offer court arrest on 3rd May 2010.
At a widely attended press conference held at Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind Head Quarter, 1-Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg(ITO) New Delhi, Maulana Qari Mohammad Usman Mansoorpuri, JUH President and Maulana Mahmood Madani, JUH leader and Rajya Sabha MP in their joint statement  took the UPA Prime Minister to task for his failure to positively respond to the Memorandum of Demands  and Satyagrah notice issued on 12th April and duly acknowledged by PMO on 15th April 2010.
Maulana Qari Mohammad Usman Mansoorpuri, releasing to the press, his letter to the Prime Minister, said that the UPA Govt. and its Prime Minister had failed in their oft-repeated commitment to the Minorities and Weaker Sections especially Muslims to remove inequalities and imbalances. The first substantial step taken by the Prime Minister in this direction was the appointment of Justice Sachar Committee. It reflected some seriousness in the avowed commitment especially after the committee established the plight of Muslims through data provided in its report about the social, economic and educational status of the Muslim community in the country. Thereafter Justice Ranganath Mishra Commision recommended grant of reservation to minorities and amendment to Art. 341to remove religious bias besides a host of developmental measures. But nothing substantive has come out in terms of action despite the fact that UPA’s 2nd term is half way through.

Maulana Mahmood Madani, leader of Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind said that Muslim community was subjected to worst kind of discrimination, disparity and persecution in all sectors. They have been denied their constitutional rights. This is the reason why their economic and educational status is lower than the Dalits even. He said that the present betterment in the status of Dalit and OBCs had not come about because of any special economic package but it was due to their proportionate representation in the Parliament, Assemblies, Govt. institutions and agencies. It is because of reservation that they have been able to achieve some parity with their compatriots in almost all sectors. But Muslims are retrograding downward day by day.

He said that the only way to achieve political, social, economic and educational development of Muslim community was reservation without which their status could not be improved. Therefore it is essential in the interest of the country to provide reservation for Muslims. 

Referring to Jamiat’s long standing demand for a new law on communal riots Maulana Mahmood Madani stated that to deal with communal riots effectively, to rehabilitate the victims, to compensate them for loss of life and property, to take penal action against the elements involved in communal riots and to hold the district officials responsible for incidence of communal riots, there was urgent need for formulation of national policy at the central level to be implemented in all the states through required legislative measures. In this respect the proposed communal violence bill is totally inadequate and would cause more harm than good. It gives sweeping power to police to target innocent civilians instead of making them answerable.
Maulana Madani said that after the incidence of any terrorist strike members of Muslim community, organizations and institutions were targeted without due investigation. They are harassed by police and administration for no rhyme and reason. This must stop. Subjecting the whole community to suspicion about their loyalty is unjustified and harmful for the country. 

Maulana Qari Mohammad Usman, unfolding the details of the program of Nationwide Satyagrah to be launched on 3rd May, 2010 informed that to start with a batch of 313 volunteers including the top leadership of Jamiat and the General Secretary of Jamiat Ulama-i-West Bengal, Maulana Siddiqullah Chaudhry shall offer court arrest at Kolkata. It will be followed by similar program at Patna on 3rd June and at Lucknow on 5th July 2010. Thus the Satygrah program, thereafter, shall be continued throughout the width and breadth of the country unless the Government accedes to our demands.

Referring to the demands Jamiat President explained that this time Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind is focusing attention on the two most vital demands, namely reservation for Muslims and new law to control communal riots making the police and administration liable and offering just compensation to victims. This has been done so that the focus of attention is not diverted due to multiplicity of Demands. It is not because other issues are not important. As regards other developmental issues of Muslims they will continue on our agenda and we will do our utmost to support these issues.

Throwing more light on the background of Jamiat’s Save the Country &Nation Movement Maulana Qari Usman added that JUH had organized such Satyagarah in the capital thrice earlier, in 1979, 1983 and 2002 respectively. During the last Satyagarah, 2nd- 15th October 2002, about 30,000 volunteers had offered court arrest. On the final day 10,313 volunteers led by Maulana Mahmood Madani, had gheraoed the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s residence for which he along with his four senior colleagues was incarcerated in Tihar Jail by the order of a Delhi Court.
However the current satyagarah campaign has extended its scope in terms of time and area. This time it is not limited to the capital but it shall cover the entire country and shall be open ended. In other words the campaign shall be vigorously followed until the demands are acceded to Insha Allah (If God so wills)
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